Complement in glomerular disease.
The role of the complement system in renal disease has long been recognized, but there have been major advances in our understanding of its role over the past decade. Complement plays a critical role not only in host's defense against infection and preventing damage to "self" tissues but also mediates tissue injury, both in the glomerulus and tubulointerstitium. Although injury may originate in the glomerulus, resulting proteinuria and complement activation within the tubular lumen may lead to tubulointerstitial damage and progressive renal disease. Recent advances in our understanding of the mechanisms by which complement mediates renal injury have led to the development of promising strategies with which complement may be targeted to prevent renal injury and its associated complications.